2018 PRESERVATION PROJECTS

Of particular importance at this time is the preservation of the old iron truss bridge spanning the San Jacinto River at FM 2854.  Records show that this bridge was constructed by El Paso Iron Company for the County in 1910 and served for many years as the old state highway 105 bridge from Conroe to Montgomery.  Bonnie and Clyde were reported to have met relatives under the bridge in the  early 1930’s.  Regrettably, it was damaged by the San Jacinto River flood waters during Hurricane Harvey in 2017. The Texas Highway Department and the Texas Historical Commission are urging local authorities to save and repurpose these historic structures.  The CHC is pursuing options of either restoring it as a pedestrian/bicycle bridge or moving it into Conroe to span Alligator Creek near the Lone Star Monument and Texas Flag Park

[image: ]
San Jacinto River 1910 Truss Bridge

	Also, the CHC is exploring ways to save the old Stewart and Stewart law office in Conroe, which was originally the home of former Conroe mayor, civic leader and downtown Conroe drug store owner, Robin Carter and his family. Constructed in about 1935 on West Phillips Street, the beautiful old structure was purchased by the County but will need to be moved or it may be demolished to make room for a proposed future county tax office.  Given the significant cost of moving the structure to a suitable new location, the challenges presented by saving the house are significant but not insurmountable.  
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	Also, the CHC is working with the new owner of the historic Conroe College campus, the African American school founded in 1903. The adjoining Conroe Community Cemetery is also of importance as this overgrown cemetery is the burial site of the only Buffalo Soldier in the County and the resting place of other notable African-Americans.  The CHC has also committed to assist in the restoration of the historic Sweet Rest Cemetery in Tamina which is one of the earliest African-American cemeteries in the County.
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